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	MEET
	MR. ROBERT R. CHURCH, SR.
	1839 - 1912

	ROBERT REED CHURCH SR. (JUNE 18, 1839 – AUGUST 29, 1912) WAS AN AMERICAN ENTREPRENEUR, BUSINESSMAN AND LANDOWNER IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WHO BEGAN HIS RISE DURING THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR. HE WAS THE FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN "MILLIONAIRE" IN THE SOUTH.[1] CHURCH BUILT A REPUTATION FOR GREAT WEALTH AND INFLUENCE IN THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY. HE FOUNDED SOLVENT SAVINGS BANK, THE FIRST BLACK-OWNED BANK IN THE CITY, WHICH EXTENDED CREDIT TO BLACKS SO THEY COULD BUY HOMES AND DEVELOP BUSINESSES. AS A PHILANTHROPIST, CHURCH USED HIS WEALTH TO DEVELOP A PARK, PLAYGROUND, AUDITORIUM AND OTHER FACILITIES FOR THE BLACK COMMUNITY, WHO WERE EXCLUDED BY STATE-ENACTED RACIAL SEGREGATION FROM MOST SUCH AMENITIES IN THE CITY.

