
SUPPLEMENTAL ADOPTING ORDINANCE 

ORDINANCE NO. ____________ 

An Ordinance Supplementing and Amending the 2021 Memphis 

Municipal Code of Ordinances of the City of Memphis, 

Tennessee relative to Alcoholic Beverages; Providing for 

the Repeal of Certain Ordinances Not Included herein; and 

Providing when such Amendments to the Code and this 

Ordinance Shall Become Effective 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Memphis, as the City’s 

legislative body, has the full power and authority under 

the Charter of the City to codify, revise and collect in 

the form of a code of ordinances of a general nature, 

and in doing so has the full power, to amend, alter, 

repeal or modify any ordinance of a general nature 

other than contract ordinances to conform such 

ordinances to the legislative intent of the Council 

before inclusion in said code;  

WHEREAS, on February 15, 2022 the Council adopted a new 

Code of Ordinances, consisting of Titles 1 through 15, 

each inclusive, and the errata thereto, as the "2021 Code 

of Ordinances, City of Memphis, Tennessee" (the “2021 

Code”). 

WHEREAS, due to the volume of ordinances to be 

considered and codified and the need to provide clear 

guidance to the City and its citizens, the City 

Attorney and the Council’s Attorney the City Attorney 

and the Council’s Attorney have only presented for 

codification two (2) Titles, namely “Title 1-General 

Provisions” and “Title 4-Pension and Retirement System. 

WHEREAS, the Council has delegated to the City Attorney 

and the Council’s Attorney the responsibility of making 

a thorough review of new and amending ordinances 

adopted by the Council since September 1, 1985 for the 



purpose of producing for adoption by the City Council a 

new Official Code of Ordinances that accurately 

reflects the state of law of the City as of the date(s) 

of adoption by the City Council. 

WHEREAS, the City Attorney and the Council’s Attorney 

have been authorized and directed to periodically 

provide for adoption by the Council of supplementary 

codification ordinances to supplement the codification 

approved in Ordinance No. 5669. 

WHEREAS, the Council desires to supplement the 2021 

Code by adopting and codifying Title 7—Alcoholic 

Beverages. 

Be It Ordained by the Council of the City of Memphis That 

Section 1. A Supplement to the 2021 Code of 

Ordinances, consisting of Title 7, and the errata thereto, 

is hereby adopted and enacted. Title 7 as proposed for 

adoption are attached hereto and incorporated herein by 

reference. 

Section 2. Upon adoption of this Supplemental 

Ordinance the titles and chapters of the 2021 Code so 

approved hereby shall supersede and replace all then 

existing general and permanent ordinances of the City to 

the extent included in such codified titles and chapters 

or to the extent such ordinances are inconsistent with the 

provisions of the titles and chapters so codified. 

Section 3. All provisions of the Titles and Chapters 

of this Supplement to the 2021 Code adopted and codified 



by this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from 

and after this ordinance becomes effective, and all 

conflicting codes, provisions, chapters, sections, 

paragraphs and sentences of ordinances of a general and 

permanent nature in existence or enacted on final passage 

on or before the effective date of this ordinance, and not 

included in the 2021 Code or recognized and continued in 

force by reference therein are hereby repealed from and 

after the effective date of this Ordinance. 

Section 5. The codification of any ordinances pursuant 

to the Adopting Ordinance and this Supplemental Adopting 

Ordinance are required by the City’s Charter to be recorded 

in a well-bound book kept by the City Comptroller.  

Section 6. Any such codified ordinances as maintained by 

the City Comptroller may be relied on by the City or any 

person and may be read in evidence in any court of this 

State, unless there is a bona fide dispute as to the meaning 

of any such ordinance being consistent with the Council’s 

intent. In any such case, the City Attorney shall present 

such ordinance(s) to the Council for a determination of the 

consistency of the ordinance(s) with the Council’s intent as 

appearing in the record of its proceedings and for any 

further action that the Council deems appropriate in 

accordance with its authority under City Charter § 361.   

Section 7. Three (3) copies of the 2021 Code, as 

supplemented hereby, shall be kept on file in the 



office of the comptroller preserved in loose-leaf form, 

or in such other form as the comptroller may consider 

most expedient.  The comptroller is also authorized to 

contract with a nationally recognized legal code 

publication company for the official publication of the 

2021 Code and supplements as approved by the Council.  

The comptroller is also authorized to contract with a 

nationally recognized legal code publication company  

for the unofficial republication of the 2021 Code and 

supplements as approved by the Council in electronic 

format.  

Section 8. It shall be the express duty of the 

comptroller or someone authorized by him or her to 

insert in such copies and in their designated places all 

amendments or ordinances which the council has 

specifically codified and approved, from time to time, 

to be to made a part of the 2021 Code when the same 

have been printed or reprinted in page form, and to 

extract from such copies all provisions which may be 

from time to time repealed by the Council. Such copies 

shall be available for inspection in accordance with 

law by all persons desiring to examine the same. 

Section 9. The provisions the 2021 Code as approved 

by the Council or any copy thereof which purports to be 

published and maintained, in written or electronic 

form, by authority of the City of Memphis shall be 



conclusively held to be evidence of the law of the City 

of Memphis from and after the times of their passage, 

with respect to any subject or provisions contained 

therein, and no person shall be permitted to impeach 

any such code provision on the ground that it was not 

duly and regularly passed in accordance with the laws 

existing at the time of its passage. Any prior 

uncodified republications of ordinances of the City 

with respect to any subject or provisions contained in 

the 2021 Code shall not be read and accepted in 

evidence from and after the adoption of the Adopting 

Ordinance and any Supplemental Adopting Ordinances. 

Section 10. The provisions the 2021 Code as approved 

by the Council, or any copy thereof which purports to 

be published by authority of the City of Memphis, may 

be read and accepted in evidence in any court in this 

State without further proof of its passage.  

Section 11. Chapter 4 of the 1985 City Code is 

hereby expressly repealed and replaced. All other 

ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith, 

are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed. 

Section 12. Severability.  The provisions of this 

Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable.  If any 

of the sections, amendments, provisions, sentences, 

clauses, phrases, or parts hereof are held 



unconstitutional or void, the remainder of this 

Ordinance shall continue in full force and effect. 

Section 13.   Effective Date. The provisions of this 

Ordinance shall take effect from and after the date it 

shall have been passed by the Council, signed by the 

Chairman of the Council, certified and delivered to the 

Office of Mayor in writing by the comptroller and 

become effective as otherwise provided by law. 

SPONSOR: 
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