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CoM Public 

 
A JOINT RESOLUTION FINDING OF CONDITIONS NECESSARY FOR COMMUNITY 

REDEVELOPMENT IN THE CLEVELAND STREET CORRIDOR AREA AND 
ADOPTION OF THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE 

CLEVELAND STREET CORRIDOR AREA. 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Community Redevelopment Act of 1998 (the “Act”) Shelby 

County, Tennessee (the “County”), and the City of Memphis, Tennessee (the “City”),  established 

a joint Community Redevelopment Agency (“CRA”) to ameliorate the slum and blight conditions 

within the City and the unincorporated areas of the County; and 

 

WHEREAS, CRA received an application from the Cleveland Street Corridor Partnership 

(the “Applicant”) proposing a tax increment financing district (TIF) for the Cleveland Street 

Corridor Area. After review by CRA staff, the CRA Board, input from the Applicant, community 

meetings, and technical review and analysis by consultants, the CRA drafted a Community 

Redevelopment Plan, Qualifications Analysis, and Fiscal Impact Analysis for the Cleveland Street 

Corridor Area, included as Attachment A. The Community Redevelopment Plan includes, but 

does not limit, identified priority initiatives such as the following: redevelopment and new 

construction of affordable and market rate housing, acquisition of property to be assembled for 

development, support of mixed-use development, infrastructure improvements, public facility 

improvements, environmental improvements, streetscape improvements, and community 

development; and 

  

WHEREAS, the City of Memphis and Shelby County Community Redevelopment 

Agency and Board of Directors reviewed information from the consultants and tax increment 

finance analysis, and after reviewing said documentation, determined that the information in 

Attachment A, submitted to the CRA meets the requirements of the Act; and 

 

WHEREAS, the CRA has provided notice to the taxing authorities of the City and County 

and to the public and has provided notice of this public hearing. 
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CoM Public 

NOW, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of County Commissioners of Shelby County, 

Tennessee and the City Council of the City of Memphis, Tennessee, adopt the Community 

Redevelopment Plan for the Cleveland Street Corridor Area. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, not exceeding the total amount identified in 

Attachment A, $127,000,000, may be disbursed as reimbursable projects and their costs are 

identified and approved by the CRA over the remaining duration of the Cleveland Street Corridor 

TIF. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as allowed in Section 2 of the "Uniformity in Tax 

Increment Financing Act of 2012" a total of up to five percent (5%) of incremental tax revenues 

will be set aside for administrative expenses incurred by the CRA (Tennessee Code Annotated 

9- 23-104).  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as allowed in the "Uniformity in Tax Increment 

Financing Act of 2012" the tax increment base and dedicated taxes shall be calculated on the 

basis of each parcel within the area subject to the Community Redevelopment Plan for the 

Cleveland Street Corridor Area (Tennessee Code Annotated 9-23-102). 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Shelby County Board of Commissioners and 

the Memphis City Council hereby approve the final budget amount exhibited in Attachment A to 

this resolution as the funding cap, not be exceeded unless the Community Redevelopment Plan for 

the Cleveland Street Corridor Area is amended.  The final budget amount exhibited does not create 

any enforceable contractual rights. 

 

Sponsor: Councilwoman Dr. Michalyn Easter-Thomas 

 

 



 

 

A JOINT ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS AND COUNTY OF 
SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE ENACTED PURSUANT TO THE 

COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1998 AND THE 
UNIFORMITY IN TAX INCREMENT FINANCING ACT OF 2012; 

PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CLEVELAND 
STREET CORRIDOR REDEVELOPMENT TRUST FUND 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Community Redevelopment Act of 1998 (the “Act”) Shelby 

County, Tennessee (the "County") and the City of Memphis, Tennessee (the "City") established a 

joint Community Redevelopment Agency ("CRA") to ameliorate the slum and blight conditions 

within the City of Memphis and the unincorporated areas of Shelby County; and 

WHEREAS, on January 9, 2025,  pursuant to Section 11 of the Act and the provisions of 

the Uniformity in Tax Increment Financing Act of 2012 (the “TIF Uniformity Act”), the CRA 

approved a proposal to establish the Cleveland Street Corridor Tax Increment Financing District 

(the “Cleveland Street Corridor TIF”) pursuant to the Cleveland Street Corridor Redevelopment 

Area (the “Plan); 

WHEREAS, the City Council (the “Council”) of the City of Memphis, Tennessee 

considered the adoption of the Cleveland Street Corridor Community Redevelopment Plan 

pursuant to the requirements of the Act; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Shelby County, Tennessee (the 

"Board") considered the adoption of the Cleveland Street Corridor Community Redevelopment 

Plan pursuant to the requirements of the Act; and 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance shall not become effective until after the adoption of the Plan 

by the Board and the Council; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by The Council Of The City Of Memphis 

And The Board Of County Commissioners Of Shelby County, Tennessee that the Community 

Redevelopment Plan for Cleveland Street Corridor Area be established as follows: 

 
SECTION 1.  COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AREA 
 



 

 

The Cleveland Street Corridor Community Redevelopment Area shall be as shown in the Legal 
Description attached as Exhibit A. 
 
 
SECTION 2. FUNDING OF THE REDEVELOPMENT TRUST FUND 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 21 of the Community Redevelopment Act of 1998 the hereby 
Redevelopment Trust Fund for the Cleveland Street Corridor Community Redevelopment Area 
shall include the increment in the income, proceeds, revenues, and funds of each taxing authority 
derived from or held in connection with the undertaking and carrying out of the community 
redevelopment under the Act. 
 
   
Pursuant to the requirements of the Act, each taxing authority located within the Cleveland Street 
Corridor Community Redevelopment Area shall by January 1 of each year commencing January 
1, 2025 appropriate to the Redevelopment Trust Fund for the Cleveland Street Corridor Area for 
so long as any indebtedness pledging increment revenue to the payment thereof is outstanding the 
earliest of thirty (30) years or January 1, 2055, a sum that is no less than the increment as defined 
and described in this Section accruing to such taxing authority.   
 
SECTION 3. DISCRETION TO GRANT EXEMPTIONS 
 
Subject to further proceedings of the Council and the Board pursuant to the requirements of Section 
21(b)(4) of the Act, the City and the County reserve the discretion to grant an exemption to any 
special district that levies taxes within the Cleveland Street Corridor Community Redevelopment 
Area from the funding requirements of Section 5 of this Ordinance; provided such grant of an 
exemption shall not violate Article 1, Section 20 of the Tennessee Constitution or Article 1, Section 
10 of the United States Constitution, relating to impairment of contracts. 
 
SECTION 4. TERM OF THE REDEVELOPMENT TRUST FUND 
 
The Redevelopment Trust Fund for the Cleveland Street Corridor Area shall remain in existence 
for thirty (30) years after the date of adoption of the original Plan. Notwithstanding anything in 
this Ordinance to contrary, the obligation to fund the Redevelopment Trust Fund annually shall 
continue until all loans, advances and indebtedness, if any, and interest thereon, of the CRA 
incurred as a result of redevelopment in a Community Redevelopment Area have been paid.  Upon 
termination of the Redevelopment Trust Fund, subject to payment of all amounts required to be 
paid from such Redevelopment Trust Fund, any remaining moneys in the Redevelopment Trust 
Fund shall be returned to each taxing authority, which paid the increment in the proportion that 
the amount of the payment of such taxing authority bears to the total amount paid into the 
Redevelopment Trust Fund by all taxing authorities within the Cleveland Street Corridor 
Community Redevelopment Area during that year of the last appropriation. 
 
SECTION 5. EXPENDITURE OF MONEYS IN THE REDEVELOPMENT TRUST FUND 
 
A. Moneys in the Redevelopment Trust Fund may be expended from time to time for the 



 

 

following purposes, when directly related to financing or refinancing of redevelopment in a 
Community Redevelopment Area pursuant to the Plan: 
 

(a) administrative and overhead expenses necessary or incidental to the implementation of 
Plan pursuant to the Uniformity in Tax Increment Financing Act of 2012 (the “TIF 
Uniformity Act”). 

 
(b) expenses of redevelopment planning, surveys and financial analysis, including the 
reimbursement of the City or the County or the CRA for such expenses incurred before the 
Plan was approved and adopted. 
 
(c) the acquisition of real property in the Community Redevelopment Area. 
 
(d) The clearance and preparation of any portion of the Community Redevelopment Area 
for redevelopment and relocation of site occupants as provided in Section 17 of the Act. 
 
(e) The repayment of principal and interest or any redemption premium for loans, advances, 
bonds, bond anticipation notes and any other form of indebtedness. 
 
(f) All expenses incidental to or connected with the issuance, sale, redemption, retirement 
or purchase of CRA bonds, bond anticipation notes or other form of indebtedness, 
including fund or any reserve, redemption or other fund or account provided for in the 
ordinance or resolution authorizing such bonds, notes or other form of indebtedness. 
 
(g) The development of affordable housing within the Community Redevelopment Area. 

 
B. On the last day of each fiscal year of the CRA, any money which remains in the Cleveland 
Street Corridor  Redevelopment Trust Fund after the payment of expenses pursuant to subsection 
"A" of this Section 5 for such year shall be: 
 

(a) returned to each taxing authority, which paid the increment in the proportion that the 
amount of the payment of such taxing authority bears to the total amount paid into the trust 
fund by all taxing authorities within the Cleveland Street Corridor Community 
Redevelopment Area for that year; 
 
(b) Used to reduce the amount of any indebtedness to which increment revenues are 
pledged; 
 
(c) deposited into an escrow account for the purpose of later reducing any indebtedness to 
which increment revenues are pledged; or 
(d) appropriated to a specific redevelopment project pursuant to the Plan which project will 
be completed within three (3) years from the date of such appropriation. 

 
C.         As allowed in Section 2 of the "Uniformity in Tax Increment Financing Act of 2012" a 
total of up to five percent (5%) of incremental tax revenues will be set aside for administrative 
expenses incurred by the CRA (Tennessee Code Annotated 9- 23-104).  



 

 

 
D. As allowed in the "Uniformity in Tax Increment Financing Act of 2012" the tax increment 
base and dedicated taxes shall be calculated on the basis of each parcel within the area subject to 
the Community Redevelopment Plan for the Cleveland Street Corridor Area (Tennessee Code 
Annotated 9-23-102). 
 
E. In accordance with the provisions of the Act and the TIF Uniformity Act, the City and the 
County shall cause the CRA to provide for an independent financial audit of the trust fund each 
fiscal year and a report of such audit.  Such report shall describe the amount and source of deposits 
into, and the amount and purpose of withdrawals from, the Redevelopment Trust Fund during such 
fiscal year and the amount of principal and interest paid during such year on any indebtedness to 
which is pledged increment revenues and the remaining amount of such indebtedness.  The CRA 
shall provide a copy of the report to each taxing authority. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that to the extent that the CRA shall approve 
developers to execute the redevelopment, said developers shall provide annual financial 
statements, including balance sheets and detailed income and expense statements to the CRA 
Board. 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this joint ordinance shall take effect from and after 
the date it shall have been enacted according to due process of law by virtue of the concurring and 
separate passage thereof by the Council of the City of Memphis and by the Board of 
Commissioners of Shelby County, Tennessee. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the provisions of this Ordinance are severable and 
that any portion declared or found to be unlawful shall not affect the remaining portions. 

 
Sponsor:          Chair: 
Dr. Michalyn Easter-Thomas       J Ford Canale 

 
          
          

 
 

 
 























Ordinance No. _________ 

Ordinance Establishing an Elective Neighborhood Parking Permit Program 

 WHEREAS, in 2014, the City Council passed Ordinance No. 5550 that provided a pilot permit 
parking program near Overton Square for a one-year period; and 

 WHEREAS, this pilot permit parking program ordinance outlined an expiration date of 365 
calendar days from the effective start date of said ordinance; and 

 WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of the City Council that citizens have identified issues with 
vehicles parked in front of owner-occupied residences, causing obstructed driveways and mailboxes, 
which is against existing ordinance provisions outlined in City of Memphis Code of Ordinances Sec. 21-
136; and 

 WHEREAS, this issue has been exacerbated by adjacent multifamily residences that utilize street 
parking for residents and their guests due to the lack of sufficient designated parking lots or structures; 
and 

 WHEREAS, the Council desires to establish an elective neighborhood parking permit program that 
neighborhood residents can pursue through the process outlined in this ordinance. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Memphis that the Code of Ordinances 
shall be amended to add the following language in Section 21-136.1 to replace expired Ordinance No. 
5550: 

SECTION 1: Parking permit program for neighborhoods. 

a) Definitions: For the purpose of this section, the following words and phrases are defined and 
shall be construed as hereinafter set out, unless it shall be apparent from the context that they 
have a different meaning: 

1. A non-resident vehicle shall mean a motor vehicle parked in a residential area which is 
not owned, leased or otherwise controlled by: 

a. A resident who lives in the area designated as a permit parking district. 

b. A guest visiting residents living in the area designated as a permit parking 
district. 

2. Resident shall mean person who lives in a dwelling unit located in a permit parking 
district. 

3. Absentee landlord shall mean an owner of residential property who does not live on 
the property. Such property shall be located in a permit parking district. 

4. Guest shall mean a person who is visiting in a dwelling located in a permit parking 
district. 



5. Permit parking district shall mean a residential area with streets and boundaries 
designated by a City Council resolution wherein vehicles displaying a valid permit shall be 
exempt from parking restrictions established pursuant to this section. 

b) Designation of Permit Parking District: Permit parking districts may be designated or dissolved, 
including those created by ordinance, by a City Council resolution. 

The City Council shall, upon recommendation of the City Engineer, consider for designation as 
permit parking districts those areas satisfying the criteria established in this section for said 
districts.  

If the City Council determines that the criteria, rules and procedures required in this section have 
been met, it may establish, by resolution, permit parking districts with appropriate boundaries 
and parking restrictions. Motor vehicles displaying a valid parking permit may be parked exempt 
from the parking restrictions established pursuant to the authority of this section in the permit 
parking district for which the permit is issued.  

c) Designation Process and Criteria: The City Engineer shall prepare Rules and Procedures for the 
designation of Permit Parking Districts setting forth the petition process (requiring approval by 
75% of property owners), the hearing and notification processes, reporting requirements, criteria 
for designation of a permit parking district and for the implementation and administration of this 
section. 

d) Issuance of Permits: Parking permits for Permit Parking Districts shall be issued by the City 
Engineer. 

1. Each annual parking permit shall be designated to state or reflect thereon the particular 
Permit Parking District, the license number of the vehicle for which the permit is issued 
and the date on which the permit shall expire. 

2. No more than two annual parking permits shall be issued to any one dwelling unit. 

3. Parking permits may be issued only to residents of the permit parking district. 

4. Year-long visitor permits shall be issued as provided in subsection (I). 

5. Applicants for any parking permits are required to clear all unpaid parking citations 
prior to the issuance of new permits or renewals for annual or visitor permits. 

e) Posting of Permit Parking Area: Upon designation of a Permit Parking District, the City Engineer 
shall cause appropriate signs to be erected in the district, indicating prominently thereon the 
parking limitation, period of the day for its application, and the fact that motor vehicles with valid 
permits shall be exempt therefrom. Parking restriction signs may be posted on school and church 
frontages located within the district. 

f) Permit Parking Exemption: 

1. A motor vehicle on which is displayed a valid Annual or Visitor parking permit, as 
provided for herein, shall be permitted to be parked on any block within the Permit 
Parking District for which it is issued without being limited by parking restrictions 



established pursuant to this section. Except as provided below, all other motor vehicles 
parked within a Permit Parking District shall be subject to the parking restrictions adopted 
as provided in this section as well as the penalties provided for herein. 

2. A parking permit shall not guarantee or reserve to the holder thereof an on-street 
parking space within the designated Permit Parking District. 

3. The following vehicles shall be exempt from parking restrictions established pursuant 
to this section: 

a. A motor vehicle, identified as owned by or operated under contract to a utility, 
whether privately, municipally or publicly owned and when used in the 
construction, operation, removal, or repair of utility property or facilities or 
engaged in authorized work in the designated Permit Parking District. 

b. A motor vehicle when identified as owned by or operated under contract to a 
governmental agency, when used in the course of official government business. 

c. Vehicles parked directly adjacent to a property which has a primarily 
commercial use. 

g) Exemption of Commercial Vehicles: No person shall without a permit therefore park or leave 
standing any commercial vehicle or trailer in a Permit parking district in excess of the parking 
restrictions authorized pursuant to this section, except 

a) While loading or unloading property; or 

b) When such vehicle is parked in connection with, or in aid of, the performance of a 
service to or on a property in the block in which such vehicle is parked. 

h) Application for and Duration of Permit: Except as otherwise provided, each parking permit shall 
be valid for a period not to exceed one year. Permits may be renewed annually upon reapplication 
in the manner required by the City Engineer. Each application for a parking permit shall contain 
information sufficient to identify the applicant, his residence address or address of real property 
owned or leased within a Permit Parking District, the license number(s) of the motor vehicle(s) for 
which application is made, and such other information as may be deemed relevant by the City 
Engineer. Permits may be issued only for vehicles registered in the City of Memphis. 

i) Annual Permit Fees: The fee for an Annual parking permit shall be fifty dollars. The fee for an 
Annual Parking Permit shall be prorated by the month for the unexpired period of the district, but 
in no case less than fifteen dollars. Upon the permittee's change of place of residence, change of 
vehicle or damaged permit, the permittee shall surrender the permit to the City Engineer before 
a replacement permit can be issued. If the permit is lost or stolen, the City Engineer shall be 
notified immediately. The City Engineer shall collect a fee of fifteen dollars for replacement of 
lost, stolen or transferred permits and the replacement permit shall expire on the same day as 
the original permit. In the event a permittee moves from one of the permit parking districts to 
another permit parking district, the City Engineer shall collect a fee of fifteen dollars for the 
transfer of the permit. The permits so transferred shall expire on the same day as do all permits 
in the new district. No refund shall be made for any unused portion of the permit's duration. 



j) Rules and Regulations: The City Engineer shall have authority to promulgate and administer 
rules to implement and enforce the program and to implement the issuance of Permit Parking 
Districts and the collection of fees for these permits. 

k) Penalty Provisions: 

1. Unless exempted pursuant to this section, no person shall stand or park a motor vehicle 
in violation of any parking restrictions established pursuant to this section. 

2. No person shall falsely represent himself or herself as eligible for a parking permit or 
furnish false information in an application for a parking permit to the City Engineer. 

3. No permit issued pursuant to this section shall thereafter be assigned, transferred or 
used for any consideration, monetary or otherwise. 

4. No person shall copy, produce or create a facsimile or counterfeit parking permit; nor 
shall any person use or display a facsimile or counterfeit Permit Parking District Permit. 

5.The permit or permits of any person who after a hearing has been found by the City 
Engineer to have violated any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be revoked by the 
City Engineer and no new permit shall be issued to that person or household for a period 
of one year. Such person upon written notification of such revocation, shall surrender the 
permit or permits to the Department within fifteen days. Use of a revoked parking permit 
shall be subject to the penalty provisions of Subsection k(l). 

I) Visitor Permits: Any resident eligible for an Annual parking permit and whose residence 
has frontage or side frontage on a block posted within the Permit Parking District may 
apply to the City Engineer for an annual Visitor Parking Permit for the use of visitors to 
the person's residence. The owners of a residence under construction and absentee 
landlords may purchase a maximum of four Visitor Permits for their personal use or for 
the use of construction service personnel. The City Engineer shaII collect a fee of twenty-
five dollars for each Visitor permit issued. No more than four Visitor permits shall be 
issued for any one dwelling at any one time. These permits shall be valid only on the block 
or blocks for which they are issued and for a period not to exceed one year. Visitor permits 
can be replaced at a prorated cost when lost or stolen if the applicant submits written 
documentation of actual loss to the City Engineer. 

m) Budget Neutral Program Provisions: Fees will be revisited each year by the City 
Engineer and a recommendation for fee adjustment brought before City Council that will 
allow for the Permit Parking Program to be self-supporting and continue to operate 
without a shortfall. 

 

SECTION 2.     Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby severable.  If any of these 
sections, provisions, sentences, clauses, phrases, or parts are held unconstitutional or void, the 
remainder of this Ordinance shall continue in full force and effect. 



SECTION 3.   Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect from and after the date it shall have 
been passed by the Council, signed by the Chairman of the Council, certified and delivered to the Office 
of Mayor in writing by the comptroller and become effective as otherwise provided by law. 

SPONSOR:          CHAIRMAN  

JB Smiley, Jr.         J. Ford Canale 
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Ordinance No: ______ 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND  Title 9- Chapter 16 – Health and Sanitation OF 

THE CITY OF MEMPHIS CODE OF ORDINANCES RELATIVE TO THE 

ASSESSMENT OF FEES TO PROPERTY OWNERS WITH AN ABANDONED OR 

VACANT PROPERTY OR PROPERTIES WITHIN THE CITY OF MEMPHIS 

LIMITS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Memphis has ordinances in place and has adopted property 

maintenance codes to regulate building standards for the exterior of structures and 

conditions of properties as a whole; and   

 

WHEREAS, the City observers the conditions of properties within the City limits 

and assesses fees for services rendered to properties for reasons such as weed 

cutting, grass mitigation, environmental billing, boarding and securing properties, 

demolition of properties due to condemnation, clearing sidewalk obstructions and 

sanitation including, but not limited to, cleanup of yard waste composting and 

household waste that may be hazardous; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Memphis as the authority under Tennessee Code § 6-54-113 

to assess fees for the removal of debris, trash, litter, or garbage from properties 

where such conditions endanger the health, safety, or welfare of citizens, and to 

recover the costs incurred through an assessment against the property owner, 

including placing a lien on the property for unpaid costs; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City also incurs a cost and must employ multiple divisions to 

maintain or care for abandoned properties and vacant properties to include, but not 

limited to: 

 

(1) Staff time, resources, monetary costs, and opportunity costs incurred by the City, 

including but not limited to public safety officers addressing unlawful occupancy, 

illegal activities, or hazards in abandoned buildings; receiving and addressing 

complaints; reviewing, investigating, documenting, and issuing warnings or 

citations; cleaning, clearing, and removing refuse or illegally dumped items; 

patrolling properties; addressing pest control or similar issues; and repairing City 

infrastructure and structures damaged due to vagrancy or other activities on such 

properties; and 

 

(2) administrative costs 

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this ordinance is to address illegal or unwanted 

dumping and abandoned or vacant properties by assessing a fee to the owners of 

abandoned or vacant properties; 

 



 

 

WHEREAS, another purpose of this ordinance is to hold out-of-state and absentee 

property owners accountable for neglecting properties that fall into disrepair, 

causing safety hazards, reduced property values, and other quality-of-life concerns 

for entire neighborhoods. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MEMPHIS, that: 

 

SECTION 1. Title 9- Chapter￼ 16 –Health and Sanitation– of the Code of 

Ordinances of Memphis, Tennessee is hereby amended to add sections 16-506 – 16-

511 to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 16-506 Purpose and Intent. 

 

It is declared to be the purpose and intent of Chapter 16, Section 16-506 – 16-

511 that all owners of abandoned or vacant properties within the limits of the City 

of Memphis are hereby assessed an annual deeper property in order to remediate 

the cost effects to the City of Memphis caused by illegal dumping at abandoned or 

vacant properties. 

 

Sec. 16-507 Definitions. 

 

The following words and terms shall have the meanings herein, except where 

otherwise specifically indicated. 

 

(a) Abandoned Real Property means any real property, commercial or 

residential, that is vacant, is subject to unauthorized occupancy and, has 

been determined abandoned by evidence of an affidavit by an agent or officer 

of the City of Memphis Housing Code Enforcement. Bulky Refuse means 

discarded appliances such as stoves, refrigerators, water tanks, washing 

machines, and discarded furniture or similar materials having a weight 

greater than 75 pounds and/or volume greater than 35 gallons. 

 

(b) Evidence of Vacancy means any condition that, on its own, or combined with 

other conditions present, would lead a reasonable person to believe that the 

property is vacant.  Such conditions may include, but are not limited to: 

overgrown and/or dead vegetation; electricity, water or other utilities turned 

off, stagnant swimming pool; or statement by neighbors, passers-by, delivery 

agents or government agents. 

 

(c) Garbage includes every accumulation of both animal and vegetable matter, 

liquid or otherwise, that attends the preparation, use of cooking, dealing in 

storage of meat, fish, fowl, fruits, or vegetables, cans or other containers 

originally used for foodstuffs. 



 

 

 

(d) Hazardous Waste means a hazardous waste as defined in T.C.A. § 68-46-104. 

 

(e) Industrial Waste means solid waste produced in, or generated by, industrial 

or manufacturing processes.  The term does not include commercial or 

domestic waste as defined in T.C.A. § 68-211-802(a)(10)(E).  

 

(f) Owner means any person who alone, jointly, or severally with others: 

i. Has legal title to the property, with or without accompanying actual 

possession thereof: 

ii. Has charge, care or control of the property as owner or agent of the 

owner or an executor, administrator, trustee or guardian of the estate 

of the owner: or 

iii. Is the agent or the owner for the purpose of managing, controlling the 

property or collecting rents, or is any other person managing or 

controlling the property or is any person entitled to the control or 

direction of the management or disposition of the property.  This 

ordinance definition excludes Real Estate Listing Agents when acting 

exclusively in that capacity. 

 

(g) Property means any real, residential, commercial, industrial property, or 

portion thereof, located within the City of Memphis, including buildings or 

structures situated on the property. 

 

(h) Refuse is a comprehensive term meaning any worthless leaving to be 

discarded; including, but not limited to, garbage, bulky refuse, rubbish, and 

industrial and hazardous waste. 

 

(i) Rubbish/trash includes all non-putrescible solid waste except building 

material, bulky refuse, hazardous waste, and industrial waste. 

 

(j) Vacant means any building or structure that is not lawfully occupied or 

inhabited as evidenced by the conditions set forth in the definition of 

“Evidence of Vacancy” in  Sec. 16-507(c) and as defined in § T.C.A. 13-21-202. 

 

Sec. 16-508 Determination of Abandoned or Vacant Properties. 

 

(a) Annual Compilation of the List -Each year, no later than January 31, the 

Division of Public Works shall compile a list of abandoned or vacant 

properties within the City of Memphis limits. The determination of whether a 

property is considered abandoned or vacant shall be in accordance with the 

definitions outlined in this section. 



 

 

(b) Composition of the List- The list shall include properties identified as 

abandoned or vacant during the current calendar year. The list may also 

include properties from previous years that have retained their abandoned or 

vacant designation due to the property owner’s failure to remediate the 

conditions. The final determination of whether a property is included on the 

list shall be made by the Division of Public Works. 

(c) Estimated Cost of Remediation- The list shall include, for each property, 

an estimated cost to remediate the conditions that led to the property being 

identified as abandoned or vacant. The Division of Public Works may, at its 

discretion, maintain an itemized estimation of costs based on the types of 

services required, such as the removal and mitigation of refuse. 

(d) Additions to the List- The Division of Public Works may make additions to 

the list of abandoned or vacant properties throughout the year. When such 

additions occur, the provisions of Section 16-509 – Notice to the Owners of 

Abandoned or Vacant Properties shall apply. 

(e) Collaboration with Memphis Light, Gas and Water (MLGW)-The Division 

of Public Works may collaborate with Memphis Light, Gas, and Water 

(MLGW) to identify properties that have previously had utility service but 

have remained without electricity or water for over six (6) months, as this 

may indicate the property is vacant.  

 

Sec. 16-509 Notice to the Owners of Abandoned or Vacant Properties. 

 

(a) Provision of Notice – The Division of Public Works shall provide notice to the 

owner of an abandoned or vacant property or properties as defined herein to 

remedy the condition immediately if it is determined that the owner has  

created, maintained or permitted to be maintained on such property the 

accumulation of refuse,  or any combination of the preceding elements, so as 

to endanger the health, safety or welfare of other citizens or to encourage the 

infestation of rats and other harmful animals. 

 

(b) Method of Notice – The Division of Public Works shall publish the notice in a 

newspaper of general circulation in the City of Memphis where the property 

sits for no less than two (2) consecutive issues or personally deliver the notice 

to the owner of record when the required attempt at notification by United 

States mail addressed to the last known address of the owner fails or no valid 

last known address exists for the owner of record. 

(c) Content of Notice – The notice shall state that the owner of the property is 

entitled to a hearing and shall also include, but not be limited to, the 

following: 

 



 

 

(1) A brief statement of this section, which shall contain the consequences 

of failing to remedy the noted condition; and 

(2) The person, office, address, and telephone number of the Division of 

Public Works as the issuer of the notice; and 

(3) The list of abandoned or vacant properties created by the Office of 

Neighborhood Improvement within the Division of Public Works; and 

 

(4) A cost estimate for remedying the noted condition; and  

 

(5)  A place where the property owner may return a copy of the notice, 

within fourteen (14) business days of receipt, indicating the desire for a 

hearing/meeting of consideration regarding fees; and 

(6) The rules for hearings/meetings of consideration regarding abandoned 

or vacant property fees, as determined by the Division of Public Works. 

 

 

(d) Receipt of Notice – Receipt of notice shall be considered effective on the date 

of the second consecutive publication of the notice in a newspaper of general 

circulation in the county where the property sits and immediately upon 

delivery when the notice is by personal delivery. 

 

 

Sec. 16-510 Fee for Abandoned or Vacant Properties. 

 

(a) Fee Assessment 

 

i. Yearly Fee - The City of Memphis shall assess a fee each year of $300 

per property to the owners of abandoned and vacant properties 

situated within the limits of the City of Memphis that are included on 

the list of abandoned and vacant properties for that year.  

 

ii. Monthly Fee - The City of Memphis may in its discretion, instead of a 

yearly fee of $300, assess a fee each month of $25 per property to the 

owners of abandoned and vacant properties situated within the limits 

of the City of Memphis if the property owner demonstrates hardship. 

 

iii. Hearing/Meeting of Consideration Regarding Fees - The Division of 

Public Works shall determine and provide rules for hearings/meetings 

of consideration regarding abandoned or vacant property fees. These 

rules shall be included within the notice sent to the property owner 

and shall also be made available to any person requesting a 

hearing/meeting of consideration regarding fees, either by providing a 

physical copy upon request at the Division of Public Works office, by 

mail, or electronically via email or a designated online portal. 



 

 

  

(b) Billing of Fees 

 

i. The Division of Public Works shall create and provide to the Office of 

the City of Memphis Treasurer a bill outlining the fee assessed and the 

requirement to pay for the owner of each property on the abandoned or 

vacant property list.  The bill shall be included as an insert with the 

City of Memphis tax bill but not included on the bill as a tax or fee 

associated with the collection of taxes for the year.   

 

ii.  The Division of Public Works may, in lieu of providing the bill insert to 

the Office of the Treasurer, directly provide the bill to the owner of 

each property on the abandoned or vacant property list. The bill shall 

reflect the fee amount determined by the results of the hearing 

conducted by the Division of Public Works, which may be either a one-

time payment of $300 or a $25 monthly payment for a period of twelve 

(12) months. Any changes to the structure or frequency of billing shall 

be included in the notice for abandoned or vacant properties for the 

subsequent year. 

 

(c) Method of Receiving Payment – The owner of each property on the 

abandoned or vacant property list shall render payment of the fee directly to 

the Division of Public Works Office of Neighborhood Improvement.  The funds 

shall be collected through the Finance Division and shall be accounted on the 

appropriations statement for Code Enforcement.  Within thirty (30) days of 

collection, the funds shall then be placed in the City of Memphis General 

Fund. 

 

(d) Failure of a Property Owner to Pay the Abandoned or Vacant Property Fee – 

The City of Memphis shall have the option to place a lien against any 

property owner who fails to pay the required abandoned or vacant property 

fee. 

 

(e) Allocation of Collected Fees  
 

i. The first $200,000 collected annually from the abandoned and vacant 

property fees shall be allocated exclusively to the Shelby County 

Environmental Court Foundation to assist senior citizens in addressing 

issues related to blighted properties. Assistance shall not exceed $25,000 per 

property, and these funds may not be used for any purpose other than 

assisting senior citizens with blighted property remediation. 

 
ii. The Shelby County Environmental Court must submit an annual written 

report detailing the usage of these funds to the Memphis City Council no 

later than January 31st of each year. This report must include the total 



 

 

amount distributed, the number of senior citizens assisted, and a record of 

the priority given to local Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises 

(MWBE) for these projects. 
 

iii. Additionally, the report must be accompanied by an in-person presentation 

delivered by the presiding judge or an appointed representative of the 

Environmental Court at the last Council meeting in January of each year. 

This ensures accountability and transparency regarding the allocation and 

usage of these funds. 

       

Sec. 16-511 Standard Provisions for Fees Not Associated with the Abandoned or 

Vacant Property Fee. 

 

(a) The owners of properties who receive notice under this section, for which a 

City of Memphis division, office, or area renders or causes to be rendered 

services to a property on the abandoned or vacant properties list, shall be 

charged the single $300 fee. This fee will be collected by the Division of Public 

Works or the Office of the Treasurer. 
                       

(b) The $300 fee covers the initial cost of services rendered under this section; however, 

if the total cost of services performed by the City exceeds this amount, the property 

owner may be billed for the full cost of services rendered at the discretion of the 

Division of Public Works. Additionally, if the property is later brought into 

compliance and subsequently falls back into non-compliance, the Division of Public 

Works may assess a new fee as deemed necessary.                                                          
(c)  If the property owner does not resolve the issues defined in Section 16-507, as 

outlined in the official notice, within ten (10) days of receiving it, the appropriate 

city department will arrange for the necessary remediation or removal of the 

condition at a cost that reflects fair and standard rates for such services. 

 
 

(d) Each City of Memphis Division rendering services to an abandoned or vacant 

property may provide a record of the services it provides to the properties on 

the abandoned or vacant properties list and the cost for such services to the 

Division of Public Works by the last day of each month. The Division of 

Public Works shall retain this information for its records.  

 

SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That the provisions of this Ordinance 

are hereby severable. If any of these sections, provisions, sentences, clauses, 

phrases or parts are held unconstitutional or void, the remainder of this Ordinance 

shall continue in full force and effect. 

 

SECTION 3. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That as amended the remaining 

provisions of CHAPTER 16 remain in full force and effect. 

 



 

 

SECTION 4. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this ordinance amends Chapter 

16 of the Official City Code. The City has authorized the Municipal 

Code Corporation to provide a republication of the City’s Ordinances in the Official 

City Code, as amended from time to time, for the convenience of the public. The 

Official City Code and the official version of all new, amending, repealing and 

clarifying ordinances adopted by the City Council are maintained by the City’s 

Comptroller in the Office of Council Records. 

 

SECTION 5. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect 

after having been passed by City Council, signed by the Chair of Council, certified 

and delivered to the office of the Mayor in writing by the Comptroller, and becomes 

effective as otherwise provided by law and shall remain effective and operative 

unless and until the City Council alters, amends clarifies or repeals it by a 

superseding, amending, clarifying or codifying ordinance. 

 

SPONSOR:         J. Ford Canale 

Jerri Green         CHAIRMAN 
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WHEREAS, on occasion, the Memphis City Council seeks to recognize outstanding individuals who have made 
significant contributions to the community through their work, philanthropy, and commitment to improving the lives of Memphis 
residents, and in doing so, the Council honors such individuals by naming streets in their recognition; Mario “Grove Hero” 
Bradley, is one such induvial more than worthy of recognition; and  

WHEREAS, Mario Bradley, widely known as "Grovehero," is a comedian, entrepreneur, and philanthropist from 
Memphis, Tennessee, who has gained widespread recognition not only for his comedic talent but also for his deep commitment to 
community development and charitable giving; and 

WHEREAS, Mario Bradley has dedicated himself to revitalizing his hometown, particularly the Frayser neighborhood, 
by purchasing and restoring properties to transform abandoned homes into valuable assets for the community, demonstrating his 
unwavering commitment to neighborhood improvement; and 

WHEREAS, in recognition of his contributions to Memphis, Mario Bradley was honored with the key to Shelby County 
in 2021 for his dedication to community service, particularly his efforts to improve local housing, support neighborhood 
revitalization, and provide opportunities for those in need; and 

WHEREAS, Mario Bradley is well known for his generosity, having given away high-value items such as a 
Lamborghini and several other cars, as well as providing rent-free housing to individuals facing hardship, offering them the 
opportunity to regain stability and security; and 

WHEREAS, Mario Bradley's philanthropic spirit extends beyond housing initiatives, as he has recently developed a 
vibrant, state-of-the-art playground designed to foster creativity, physical activity, and social interaction among children, featuring 
colorful play structures, swings, slides, and sensory areas to engage young minds in a safe, welcoming environment; and 

WHEREAS, Mario Bradley has further demonstrated his commitment to fostering community engagement and 
wellness by spearheading the creation of a brand-new basketball court in his neighborhood, providing a safe space for youth and 
adults to enjoy friendly competition, teamwork, and physical fitness; and 

WHEREAS, through his humor, acts of kindness, and dedication to improving the lives of those around him, Mario 
Bradley has made a lasting impact on the Memphis community, inspiring others to use their success to uplift and empower those 
in need; and 

WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council seeks to honor Mario Bradley’s dedication and positive influence by 
designating a portion of Beacon Hill Drive in his name, ensuring that his legacy of generosity and community investment is forever 
remembered. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Memphis City Council hereby renames Beacon Hill Drive between 
Smith Ridge Road and Mirror Avenue as  

Mario “Grove Hero” Bradley Way 
in honor of Mario Bradley’s outstanding contributions to the City of Memphis and his unwavering commitment to 
uplifting the community. 

Adopted on the 18th of February 2025 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Michalyn Easter-Thomas 
Member, Memphis City Council 

         District 7 
 



RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE MEMPHIS CITY COUNCIL RULES OF PROCEDURE 

 

WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council has adopted Rules of Procedure by which it 
maintains its operation, pursuant to Referendum Ordinance 1852, Section 1, Legislative Council; 
and  

WHEREAS, from time to time it becomes necessary to amend said rules to ensure that 
Council Members are able to conduct the business of the City of Memphis efficiently and 
effectively, and it is proper that such amendments be officially approved by the legislative body.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Memphis that 
the Council Rules of Procedure, as presently adopted, be and the same are hereby amended as 
follows:  

 
D. DECORUM IN COUNCIL MEETINGS (35 and 36) 

 
35. Meetings of the Council shall be conducted in an orderly manner to ensure the public 

has a full opportunity to be heard and the deliberative process of the Council is 
retained at all times. The Presiding Officer shall be responsible for maintaining 
decorum throughout the meeting. If a Councilmember feels that the Presiding Officer 
has failed to address a breach of decorum, the Councilmember may by motion appeal 
to the Chairperson to preserve decorum. The Rules of Decorum provided in these 
Council Rules of Procedure shall be enforced in the Council Chamber, Committee 
Room, and any other place in which the Council conducts its proceedings.  
 

*** 

 
36. Rules of Enforcement 

 
a. Warning. The presiding officer shall request that a person who is breaching 

the rules of decorum be orderly and silent through a verbal warning. 

b. Order to Leave. If, after receiving a warning from the presiding officer, a 
person persists in disturbing the meeting, the presiding officer shall order him 
or her to leave the Council meeting to prevent any further disruption of the 
meeting. 

c. Removal. If such person does not remove himself or herself, the presiding 
officer may order any law enforcement officer who is on duty at the meeting 
as Sergeant-at-Arms of the Council to remove that person from the Council 
Chamber, Committee Room, and any other place in which the Council 
conducts its proceedings, to prevent further disruption of the meeting. 

 



 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Memphis that the Council Rules 
of Procedure be republished with the passage of this resolution.  

 

Sponsor(s): 

J. Ford Canale       
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ORDINANCE NO. ______________ 
 
 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE 5, CHAPTER 5-20 OF 
THE MEMPHIS MUNICIPAL CODE TO INCREASE 

THE EXISTING HOTEL/MOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX TO 4.0% 
 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to and in accordance with the applicable legal provisions of 
Tennessee law, particularly including Section 67-4-1402 of the Tennessee Code Annotated, as 
amended, a municipality is authorized to impose a hotel/motel occupancy tax in an amount up to 
four percent (4%) of the consideration charged to a transient by each hotel operator; and  

 
WHEREAS, for the express purpose of establishing a hotel/motel occupancy tax for the 

City of Memphis, Tennessee (the “City”), Ordinance No. 4824 was duly adopted and enacted by 
the Council of the City of Memphis, Tennessee (the “City Council”), on November 7, 2000; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to and in accordance with Ordinance No. 4824, the City initially 
imposed a hotel/motel occupancy tax in the amount of one and seven-tenths percent (1.7%) of the 
consideration charged by the hotel operator against each transient occupying a hotel room within 
the municipal limits of the City; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to and in accordance with the applicable legal provisions of 

Tennessee law, Ordinance No. 4824 was amended by Ordinance No. 4939 and was duly adopted 
and enacted by the City Council on May 21, 2002, which specified, among other things, the 
distribution of all proceeds of the City’s hotel/motel occupancy tax and eliminated the sunset 
provision set forth in Ordinance No. 4824; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to and in accordance with the applicable legal provisions of 

Tennessee law, Ordinance No. 4939 was amended by Ordinance No. 5596 and was duly adopted 
and enacted by the City Council on September 1, 2015, which specified, among other things, that 
the then-existing hotel/motel tax set at one and seven-tenths percent (1.7%) shall be increased by 
one and eight-tenths percent (1.8%) to a total of three and one-half percent (3.5%); and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to and in accordance with the applicable legal provisions of 

Tennessee law, Ordinance No. 5596 was amended by Ordinance No. 5619 and was duly adopted 
and enacted by the City Council on July 5, 2016, which specified, among other things, that the 
City could apply the additional revenues received from the one and eight-tenths percent (1.8%) 
portion of the total three and one-half percent (3.5%) towards funding immediate repairs required 
for the convention center, for the period from December 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016, and 
thereafter, on and after July 1, 2016, to permit City to apply the same additional revenues to fund 
additional construction or renovation of convention or meeting facilities in conformity with the 
terms and provisions of the Amended And Restated Interlocal Agreement Relating To The 
Financing Of The Proposed Sports And Basketball Arena To Be Financed By The Memphis And 
Shelby County Sports Authority, Inc., dated May 15, 2002, as heretofore amended and 
supplemented; and   
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WHEREAS, the City Council believes that it is appropriate and in the best interests of the 
citizens of the City that the existing hotel/motel tax be increased by one-half of one percent (0.5%) 
to a total of four percent (4.0%); and  

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to and in accordance with the applicable legal provisions of 

Tennessee law, Ordinance No. 5619 is proposed to be adopted and enacted by the City Council to 
increase the existing hotel/motel tax to the maximum amount of four percent (4%). 

 
NOW THEREFORE, 
 
SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, that Part 1, Section 2 of Ordinance No. 4824, as amended, codified 
as Section 5-20-2 of the Memphis Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 2.  Levy of Occupancy Tax. 
 
The City levies a privilege tax upon the privilege of occupancy in a hotel of each 
transient. Except as provided below, such tax shall be in the amount of four percent 
(4%) of the consideration charged by the operator for such occupancy. Such tax is 
a privilege tax upon the transient occupying such room and is to be collected as 
provided in this chapter. 

 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the City levies a privilege tax upon the privilege of 
occupancy in a hotel of each transient in a hotel which is in: (i) a Tourism 
Development Zone and subject to the maximum privilege tax; and (ii) a Tourism 
Surcharge District as described in Ordinance No. 5583 existing on July 1, 2015. 
Such tax shall be in the amount of one and seven-tenths percent (1.7%) of the 
consideration charged by the operator for such occupancy. Such tax is a privilege 
tax upon the transient occupying such room and is to be collected as provided in 
this chapter. 
 
SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, that Part 1, Section 9 of Ordinance No. 4824, as amended, and 
codified as Section 5-20-9 of the Memphis Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 
Section 9.  Allocation of Funds. 
 
The proceeds of the four percent (4%) tax levied under this section shall be 
collected by the City and distributed as follows: 
 
(a) From July 1, 2016, and thereafter, the first one and seven-tenths percent (1.7%) 
tax of the total four percent (4%) tax levied hereunder shall be collected by the City 
and applied to payment of bonded indebtedness, principal and interest, of the bond 
sale or sales by The Memphis and Shelby County Sports Authority, Inc. (the “Sports 
Authority Bonds”) for the purpose of development and construction costs of a new 
Memphis Sports Arena, built by the New Memphis Arena Public Building 
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Authority, to fund the construction of the National Basketball Association Arena, 
until paid in full, and thereafter to such other projects and purposes as the City 
Council shall determine. 
 
(b) From July 1, 2016, and thereafter, the second one and eight-tenths percent 
(1.8%) tax of the total four percent (4%) tax levied hereunder shall be used for the 
purpose of funding the following: 
 
1. To make up any deficiencies in the payment of administrative expenses of The 
Memphis and Shelby County Sports Authority, Inc.’s payments to the Bond Fund, 
Rebate Fund, or Debt Service Reserve Fund for the Sports Authority Bonds; 
 
2. To reimburse, on a pro rata basis, monies paid by the City or by Shelby County, 
Tennessee, to replenish the Debt Service Reserve Fund for the Sports Authority 
Bonds; and 
 
3. For deposit to the Capital Improvement Reserve Fund to make capital 
improvements, to pay administrative costs, and/or to purchase or redeem the Sports 
Authority Bonds, as directed by The Memphis and Shelby County Sports Authority, 
Inc. 

 
(c) Notwithstanding any of the provisions contained herein to the contrary, any 
revenues produced from the taxes levied under this chapter over and above the sum 
of (i) that amount which satisfies subsections (b)1, (b)2, and (b)3 of this section, 
and (ii) the greater of: (x) the amount of such tax revenue projected for the current 
fiscal year at the time of the original issuance of the Sports Authority Bonds and 
(y) the amount the one and seven-tenths percent (1.7%) tax rate would have 
provided for such fiscal year, shall be applied to the payment of principal of and 
interest on additional bonded indebtedness, and non-capitalized expenses of the 
bond sale or sales and bond-related continuing costs, to fund additional construction 
or renovation of convention or meeting facilities. 

 
(d) Upon the effective date of this Ordinance, the remaining one-half of one percent 
(0.5%) tax of the total four percent (4%) tax levied hereunder shall be used by the 
City for the use and purpose of funding the following: 
 
1.  To fund ongoing obligations pertaining to the National Basketball Association 
Arena including, but not limited to, the payment of bonded indebtedness, capital 
repairs, improvements, replacements, and ongoing maintenance, including the 
professional services rendered for the design, architectural, engineering, 
management and oversight associated therewith; and 
 
2. To fund such other projects and purposes as the City shall determine. 
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SECTION 3. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, that the provisions of this Ordinance shall not be effective unless and 
until the execution and delivery, hereby authorized on behalf of the City, of an agreement or 
agreements by and among the City, Shelby County, Tennessee, and The Memphis and Shelby 
County Sports Authority, Inc. consistent with the provisions hereof, either in addition to or by 
amendment of the Amended And Restated Interlocal Agreement Relating To The Financing Of 
The Proposed Sports And Basketball Arena To Be Financed By The Memphis And Shelby County 
Sports Authority, Inc., dated May 15, 2002, as heretofore amended and supplemented, or both. 
 

SECTION 4. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, that the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby severable. If any of 
these sections, provisions, sentences, clauses, phrases or parts are held unconstitutional or void, 
the remainder of this Ordinance shall continue in full force and effect. 

 
SECTION 5. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, that all parts of Ordinance No. 4824, Ordinance No. 4939, Ordinance 
No. 5596, and Ordinance No. 5619, except as amended herein, shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
SECTION 6. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, that this Ordinance shall take effect from and after the date it shall 
have been passed by the City Council, signed by the Chairman of the City Council, certified and 
delivered to the Office of the Mayor in writing by the City Comptroller, and become effective as 
otherwise provided by law. 
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THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
 

FUNDING RESOLUTION 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS, 
TENNESSEE, APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF A PORTION OF 
CERTAIN GRANT FUNDS AWARDED FROM THE STATE OF 
TENNESSEE IN THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF EIGHTY MILLION 
DOLLARS ($80,000,000) AND AUTHORIZING THE APPROPRIATION 
THEREOF TO THE MEMPHIS AND SHELBY COUNTY SPORTS 
AUTHORITY, INC. FOR THE PURPOSES OF, AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
FUNDING ALL OR A PORTION OF THE CAPITAL REPAIRS, 
IMPROVEMENTS, AND REPLACEMENTS TO THE FEDEXFORUM 
ARENA, INCLUDING THE PROPOSED ARCHITECTURAL, 
ENGINEERING AND DESIGN WORK ASSOCIATED THEREWITH; 
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF ONE OR MORE 
FUNDING AGREEMENTS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; 
AUTHORIZING ALL LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS AND 
OTHER NECESSARY MATTERS WITH RESPECT TO THE 
FOREGOING; AND SETTING FORTH AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
WHEREAS, The Memphis and Shelby County Sports Authority, Inc. (the “Authority”) 

is a public nonprofit corporation duly organized and validly existing under the laws of the State of 
Tennessee, and constitutes a public instrumentality of the City of Memphis, Tennessee (the “City”) 
and Shelby County, Tennessee (the “County”) in order to, among other things: (i) acquire, 
improve, repair, extend, equip, furnish, operate and maintain one or more projects; (ii) maintain, 
manage, and enter into certain agreements, in furtherance of its statutory and public purpose, for 
the maintenance, and management of any project, including a project with a public purpose to 
promote entertainment, performances and events that contribute to the educational, recreational, 
economic and cultural development of the community; and (iii) issue and sell its revenue bonds 
which are payable solely from the revenues and receipts from the applicable revenues of the bond-
financed projects, or from other sources, as security for the payment of the principal of, premium, 
if any, and interest on, any bonds so issued and any agreements made in connection therewith; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Authority pursuant to and in accordance with (i) the Constitution and the 
laws of the State of Tennessee, including, particularly Title 7, Chapter 67, Tennessee Code 
Annotated, as amended, and the applicable legal provisions of the Local Government Public 
Obligations Act, codified at Title 9, Chapter 21, Tennessee Code Annotated, as amended (together 
the “Act”), (ii) the applicable provisions of federal law, and (iii) that certain Trust Indenture, dated 
and effective as of May 1, 2002, as amended (the “Indenture”), executed and delivered by and 
between the Authority and Wachovia Bank, National Association (as replaced by U.S. Bank 
National Association, being the successor-in-interest), serving as the bond trustee therein, has 
previously issued its revenue bonds including, but not limited to: (a) The Memphis and Shelby 
County Sports Authority, Inc. Revenue Bonds, 2002 Series A (Memphis Arena Project) and 
Revenue Bonds, 2002 Series B (Memphis Arena Project); and (b) The Memphis and Shelby 
County Sports Authority, Inc. Revenue Refunding Bonds, 2019 Series A (Memphis Arena Project) 
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and Revenue Refunding Bonds, 2019 Series B (Memphis Arena Project) (collectively, the 
“Bonds”), to finance and refinance the costs of acquisition, construction, and equipping of a 
multipurpose arena, including related and ancillary facilities, to be used as the home venue of the 
National Basketball Association franchise currently known as the Memphis Grizzlies, and for other 
entertainment, cultural, sporting and civic events, and the costs of issuance related thereto (the 
“FedExForum Arena”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the City, the County, HOOPS, L.P., a Delaware limited partnership (as 

replaced by Memphis Basketball, LLC, a Nevada limited liability company, being the successor-
in-interest) (“Memphis Basketball”), and the Authority are parties to that certain Memphis Arena 
Use and Operating Agreement, dated and effective as of June 29, 2001, as amended by that certain 
First Amendment To Memphis Arena Use and Operating Agreement, dated and effective as of May 
15, 2002, as amended by that certain Second Amendment To Memphis Arena Use and Operating 
Agreement, dated and effective as of February 7, 2011, and as amended by that certain Third 
Amendment To Memphis Arena Use and Operating Agreement, dated and effective as of May 15, 
2022 (collectively, the “Operating Agreement”), which sets forth, among other things, the terms 
and conditions among the parties thereto pertaining to the funding and completion of the capital 
repairs, improvements, replacements and ongoing maintenance in connection with the 
FedExForum Arena; and  

  
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Operating Agreement under Section 8, the City and the 

County are responsible for, among other things, funding the Capital Repairs (as defined in Exhibit 
B under the Operating Agreement) to the FedExForum Arena, and if the City, the County, and 
Memphis Basketball shall reasonably determine that making certain Capital Repairs to the 
FedExForum Arena are necessary because certain equipment, systems or a component thereof is 
in the condition where it: (i) is substantially worn out; (ii) has reached the end of its useful life and 
is either obsolete or uneconomical to maintain and fails to perform to original specifications; (iii) 
is not functioning and cannot be repaired or cannot be economically repaired or operated; (iv) is 
no longer in compliance with all applicable local, state and federal laws; or (v) is no longer deemed 
safe, then such Capital Repairs shall be approved, performed, and completed within a reasonable 
time frame; and 
  

WHEREAS, pursuant to and in accordance with the customary requisition and 
procurement process established under the Indenture and the Operating Agreement for funding and 
completing Capital Repairs and related improvements, replacements, and maintenance at the 
FedExForum Arena, the City and the County each have regularly deposited money, on an equal 
basis (i.e. 50% each), into the Capital Improvement Reserve Fund (as defined in the Indenture) to 
be utilized for such purposes; and 

 
WHEREAS, since the FedExForum Arena was placed in operation in 2004, the Authority 

has worked cooperatively with the City, the County and Memphis Basketball to facilitate the 
approvals, performance and completion of various Capital Repairs, improvements, replacements, 
and ongoing maintenance in connection with the FedExForum Arena including, from time to time, 
authorizing the voluntary expenditures of legally available moneys from the Authority’s Surplus 
Fund (as defined in the Indenture), in furtherance of its statutory and public purpose, to fund 
various Capital Repairs, improvements, replacements and ongoing maintenance necessary to 
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enhance the infrastructure and certain interior components of the FedExForum Arena to align the 
multipurpose arena with other major newly constructed and/or renovated arenas subsequently 
making it more attractive for bookings; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City, the County, and the State of Tennessee (the “State”) understand and 
agree that the redevelopment, expansion and sustainment of major sports arenas and stadiums, 
specifically the FedExForum Arena, furthers its public purpose by fostering economic 
development and prosperity and provides an additional incentive for the existing major 
professional sports teams and franchises currently operating in the State to remain and to attract 
additional major professional sports teams and franchises to relocate to the State; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City, the County, and the State also acknowledge and understand the 

necessity to further promote, develop and maintain recreational spaces in the State, specifically 
within the City and the County, through facilitating and providing additional economic 
development opportunities for the equipping, acquisition, construction and rehabilitation of new 
and existing sports complexes, stadiums, arenas and other recreational facilities for the purposes 
of promoting, hosting, and maintaining spaces for professional and amateur athletic events; and 

 
WHEREAS, in April 2023, the Tennessee Governor’s annual appropriations budget was 

approved and duly adopted by the 113th General Assembly of the State and included the “Memphis 
Tourism - Sports Facilities – Grant”, a cash grant in the nonrecurring sum of $350,000,000, to the 
City for tourism-related infrastructure improvements and construction at publicly-owned 
collegiate and professional sports facilities within the municipal limits of the City (the “State 
Grant Funds”); and   

 
WHEREAS, in connection therewith, the City agreed to appropriate the full amount of the 

State Grant Funds in the following manner: (i) $230 million shall be appropriated to the 
FedExForum Arena; and (ii) $120 million shall be appropriated to the Simmons Bank Liberty 
Stadium; and 

 
WHEREAS, currently no amount of State Grant Funds has been appropriated to the 

FedExForum Arena, and the Council of the City (the “City Council”) hereby desires to establish 
and duly adopt the process for the appropriation of the $230 million portion of the State Grant 
Funds designated for the FedExForum Arena; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council hereby declares that the $230 million portion of the State 

Grant Funds shall be periodically appropriated pursuant to an amount determined for the purposes 
of, among other things, funding all or a portion of the Capital Repairs, improvements, and 
replacements pertaining to the FedExForum Arena, including the proposed architectural, 
engineering and design work associated therewith, in addition to, the reimbursement to Memphis 
Basketball for funds previously expended to complete the same (each a “City Contribution”); 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council hereby desires to establish and duly adopt the following 

process for the periodic appropriation of the $230 million portion of the State Grant Funds 
designated for the FedExForum Arena, whereas the appropriation of each City Contribution shall: 
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(i) be approved and duly adopted through a City Council funding resolution authorizing the 
transfer of the specific amount of funds for appropriation and the necessary legal and 
administrative actions in connection therewith; (ii) be transferred to the Authority for deposit into 
the Capital Improvement Reserve Fund; (iii) be expended and administered pursuant to and in 
accordance with the terms and provisions of this Funding Resolution and one or more funding 
agreements to be executed and delivered by and between the City and the Authority, as necessary, 
and by and between the Authority and Memphis Basketball, whereby each funding agreement shall 
be approved as to the form and legality thereof by the City and the County; and (iv) be deemed to 
be separate and apart from the above-described process established under the Indenture and the 
Operating Agreement in connection with the existing City obligations and County obligations 
whereby the City and the County, on an equal basis (i.e. 50%), each contribute money for funding 
Capital Repairs, improvements, and replacements at the FedExForum Arena; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council acknowledges that each City Contribution shall constitute 
a voluntary expenditure being appropriated for the purposes set forth herein, and shall not be 
reimbursable from the County, the Authority or Memphis Basketball; and  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE AS FOLLOWS: 
 

SECTION 1. Recitals and Findings with Respect to the City Contribution. The 
Recitals set forth hereinabove are hereby approved and duly adopted by the City Council as the 
findings of the City Council and are incorporated herein. The City Council hereby finds and 
declares that the City Contribution authorized herein will promote the health, safety and welfare 
of the citizens of the State of Tennessee by: (i) enhancing and preserving the foundation of the 
FedExForum Arena; and (ii) fostering economic development and prosperity and assisting the City 
in providing an additional incentive for the Memphis Grizzlies to remain in the City, the County 
and the State of Tennessee. 

 
SECTION 2. Approval and Authorization of Process for Appropriation of the State 

Grant Funds.  The City Council hereby approves and duly adopts the above-described process 
for the appropriation of the $230 million portion of the State Grant Funds designated for the 
FedExForum Arena.   

 
SECTION 3. Approval and Authorization of Funding Resolution.  The City Council 

hereby approves and duly adopts: (i) the prescribed form, the content and the provisions set forth 
herein; and (ii) the transfer and appropriation of the $80 million City Contribution to the Authority 
for the funding of the Capital Repairs, improvements, and replacements in connection with the 
FedExForum Arena, including the proposed architectural, engineering and design work associated 
therewith, in addition to, the reimbursement to Memphis Basketball for funds previously expended 
to complete the same. The City Authorized Officers (as defined herein) are hereby authorized, 
empowered, and directed, from and after the execution and delivery of this Funding Resolution, to 
do all acts and things legally required, and execute all documents, as may be necessary or 
convenient to carry out, and to comply with, the provisions of this Funding Resolution, as approved 
and duly adopted by the City Council. 
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SECTION 4. Approval and Authorization of Funding Agreements.  The City 
acknowledges and understands that each City Contribution shall be expended and administered 
pursuant to and in accordance with the terms and provisions of the applicable funding resolution 
and one or more funding agreements to be executed and delivered by and between the City and 
the Authority, as necessary, and by and between the Authority and Memphis Basketball, whereby 
each funding agreement shall be approved as to the form and legality thereof by the City and the 
County.  The prescribed form, content and provisions to be set forth in the funding agreements 
shall include, among other things, the general descriptions of the proposed projects and the terms 
and conditions associated with the procurement of funding, performance and completion of the 
proposed projects pertaining to the Capital Repairs, improvements, and replacements at the 
FedExForum Arena, including the proposed architectural, engineering and design work associated 
therewith, in addition to, the reimbursement to Memphis Basketball for funds previously expended 
to complete the same (the “Funding Agreements”).   
 

The City Authorized Officers are hereby authorized, empowered, and directed to execute, 
acknowledge, and deliver the Funding Agreements in the name, and on behalf, of the City.  The 
Funding Agreements shall be in the prescribed form and include the content and provisions 
described above or with such insertions and revisions therein as shall be approved by the City 
Authorized Officers executing the same, their execution thereof to constitute conclusive evidence 
of their understanding and approval of any and all such insertions and revisions. The City 
Authorized Officers are hereby authorized, empowered, and directed, from and after the execution 
and delivery of the Funding Agreements, to do all acts and things legally required, and execute all 
documents, as may be necessary or convenient to carry out, and to comply with, the provisions of 
the Funding Agreements, as executed and delivered.  
 

SECTION 5. City Council Authorizations.  All actions heretofore undertaken by the 
Mayor, the Chief Financial Officer of the City, the Comptroller of the City, or any of them or their 
designees (individually or collectively, the “City Authorized Officers”) and other officials, 
employees, attorneys and agents of the City in furtherance of the intent of this Funding Resolution, 
the Funding Agreements, and of the agreements and documents authorized by this Funding 
Resolution and the Funding Agreements, are hereby ratified, confirmed and approved. 

 
The City Authorized Officers, and other appropriate officials of the City, are hereby 

authorized to enter into such agreements set forth in this Funding Resolution and the Funding 
Agreements and are hereby authorized to execute such certificates or other documents and take 
such other actions, as may be necessary or appropriate to carry out the intent of this Funding 
Resolution and the Funding Agreements.  Additionally, the City Authorized Officers, and other 
appropriate officials of the City, are hereby authorized to take all such actions to execute, deliver, 
and attest, as applicable (by manual, facsimile and/or electronic means), the Funding Agreements, 
all certificates, opinions, receipts, contracts, invoices, documents, and other written instruments as 
may be reasonably required to carry out, give effect to and consummate the transactions 
contemplated by this Funding Resolution and the associated Funding Agreements. 

 
SECTION 6. Captions. The captions or headings in this Funding Resolution are for 

convenience only and shall in no way define, limit, or describe the scope or intent of any provision 
hereof. 
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 SECTION 7. Severability.  If any one or more of the covenants, agreements or provisions 
herein contained shall be held contrary to any express provision of law or contrary to the policy of 
express law, though not expressly prohibited, or against public policy, or shall for any reason 
whatsoever be held invalid, such covenants, agreements or provisions shall be null and void and 
shall be deemed separable from the remaining covenants, agreements and provisions hereof. 
 
 SECTION 8.  Repealer. All resolutions in conflict or inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed insofar as any conflict or inconsistency. 
 
 SECTION 9.  Effective Date. This Funding Resolution shall become effective 
immediately upon its adoption by the City Council. 
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