




ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 21 OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, GOVERNING MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, TO AUTHORIZE THE 

CITY COURT CLERK’S OFFICE TO ACCEPT PARTIAL PAYMENTS FOR TRAFFIC 
CITATIONS 

 

WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council recognizes that many factors contribute to a person’s 
inability to pay traffic citations, such as economic hardship; and  

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Council to provide a means to reduce the outstanding 
cumulative balances of fines and costs traffic citations due the City while also making it easier 
for citizens to resolve any outstanding traffic citations at a reduced cost; and 

WHEREAS, the Council has full power and authority under the City’s charter to establish by 
ordinance fines and costs to be assessed for violation of City Ordinances, to approve and amend 
all budgets and to provide rules and regulations for the operation of the City Courts. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Memphis City Council that Chapter 21, 
Section 49 (C) is hereby amended to add the following provision:  

Section 1. Procedures applicable to summonses and traffic citations 

The following procedures shall apply as to traffic summonses, ordinance summonses, and traffic 
citations: 

*** 

C. Traffic citation. Whenever any traffic citation has been issued, the citation shall provide for 
payment within 15 days from issuance. Any person receiving such traffic citation may appear 
and pay the forfeiture set therein at the traffic violations bureau on or before that date, either in 
person or by mail. If no one appears to pay such traffic citation by the end of the 15-day period, 
then a summons shall be issued as provided in the Charter and served either by personal service 
or certified or registered mail as provided by law indicating the date and time for such person to 
appear to answer the charge in such traffic citation. The traffic citation summons shall be set 
upon the docket specially established for such summons. If such person fails to appear to answer 
such citation before the court indicated and at the date and time provided for, the court, upon 
motion of the city, shall take a default judgment against the defendant in favor of the city. The 
amount of such default judgment shall be at least the amount of the forfeiture set for the violation 
of such section and no more than $50.00 and costs for each violation.  

The traffic citation summons shall be sworn to by the officer before a person designated as a city 
court clerk for the purpose of taking oaths on a form of oath approved by a majority of the city 
court judges. The city court clerk's office shall certify that the defendant is the registered owner 
of the vehicle by signing the docket and certifying to such registration. The oath of the officer 
and the certification of the clerk shall be prima facie evidence that the defendant violated the 
section charged. If the defendant contests the ownership of the vehicle or the violation of the 



ordinance, he or she shall file a sworn pleading in evidence of the hearing setting forth such 
defense or defenses so as to allow the city sufficient time to prepare for the trial. 

D. Amnesty Program. The Memphis City Council shall be authorized from time to time to 
establish an Amnesty Program by resolution which provides a means to reduce the outstanding 
cumulative balances of fines and costs traffic citations due the City while also making it easier 
for citizens to resolve any outstanding traffic citations at a reduced cost; provided, however, that 
any such programs shall not permit partial payment in excess of fifty (50%) percent of the total 
fine and/or costs due for an individual’s traffic citation(s) or be implemented more than once 
during any fiscal year. Any Amnesty Programs heretofore implemented by the City are hereby 
approved, ratified and confirmed. 

Section 2. Nonconflicting - Conflicting laws. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that as amended hereby all laws constituting the present Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Memphis be and the same are hereby continued in full force and effect, 
and all laws in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. This ordinance does not alter or amend the 
rights or obligations of any person or entity that may exist under the City Charter or under 
Tennessee law. 

Section 3. Severability. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby severable. If any 
of these sections, provisions, sentences, clauses, phrases, or parts are held to be unconstitutional 
or void, the remainder of this Ordinance shall continue in full force and effect. 

Section 4. Effective Date. 

BE 1T FURTHER ORDAINED That this Ordinance shall take effect from and after the date it 
shall have been passed by the Council, signed by the Chairman of the Council, certified and 
delivered to the Office of Mayor in writing by the Comptroller and become effective as 
otherwise provided by law. 

 

Sponsor(s):         JB Smiley, Jr. 

Jerri Green         Chairman 



ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 15, SECTION 15-12, OF THE MEMPHIS 

CODE OF ORDINANCES REGARDING SOLID WASTE FEES FOR 

COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL  

WHEREAS, Ordinance 5707 of the Memphis Code of Ordinances, created Chapter 15, 

establishing a Solid Waste Division as a division of city government and established a Solid 

Waste Director; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 15 of the Memphis Code of Ordinances, the Solid Waste 

Division maintains jurisdiction over residential and commercial solid waste collection, 

transportation, and disposal; 

WHEREAS, the services provided by the Solid Waste Division are critical to the citizens of 

Memphis and warrant revision and adequate funding; 

WHEREAS, the benefits of adequate funding of these services include personnel, equipment, 

facilities, and services used to safely collect and dispose of solid waste; 

WHEREAS, the existing rate structure does not adequately fund the service delivery model; 

Section 1. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MEMPHIS CITY COUNCIL AS 

FOLLOWS that Chapter 15, Article 1, Section 15-12, be amended to change the solids 

waste fees for the collection and disposal of solid waste:  

Sec. 15-12. - Solid waste fees for collection and disposal. 

The following monthly fees are established for the collection, removal or disposal of solid waste: 

Residential units, including single-family dwellings, mobile homes, duplexes, triplexes, 

quadruplexes, apartment units with seven units or less, for each unit thereof1 

$36.85 

Additional carts for residential units may be leased for, each2. $10.00 

Apartment houses provided with non-mechanized collection, for each unit thereof** $29.86 

Apartment houses and mobile homes with centralized, mechanized collection for each unit 

thereof** 

$19.42 

Commercial businesses, churches, boardinghouses with three or more living quarters, and other institutions 

shall be charged the appropriate commercial rate based upon weekly containerized volume: 

Gallons Monthly Fee 

0-180 $97.96 

181-360 $185.77 

361-780 $377.76 

781-1,200 $512.87 

1,201-1,800 $715.98 

1,801-3,600 $1,174.18 

3,601-5,400 $1,874.59 

5,401-7,200 $2,573.23 



Notes: 

1. Residential customers will be assigned a minimum of one (1) 90-gallon garbage cart and 

one (1) 90-gallon recycle cart, for a total of two (2) carts. Residential customers must have 

at least one (1) 90-gallon garbage cart. Residential customers in this category will be 

eligible for a reduced fee in the amount of $9.23 if they meet the following criteria: Head 

of household, have an active utility account in their name, are at least 65 years of age or 

100 percent (100%) disabled and have a gross household income of $25,000.00 per year or 

less. 

2. Households qualifying for the reduced fee, which generate more waste than what can be 

contained in one 90-gallon garbage cart per week, may request an additional city cart 

through the cart lease program, and pay the normal monthly fee. 

**This item may be adjusted as necessary by resolution with a recommendation of the director 

of solid waste and approval of the city council. 

Section 2. Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby severable. If any of these 

sections, provisions, sentences, clauses, phrases, or parts is held unconstitutional or void, the 

remainder of this Ordinance shall continue in full force and effect. 

Section 3. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect on July 1, 2024, so as to coincide 

with the monthly billing cycles of Memphis Light Gas and Water. 

Sponsor: Administration 

       ______________________________ 

Martavius Jones 

CHAIRMAN 

7,201-9,000 $3,272.76 

9,001-10,800 $3,961.90 

10,801-12,600 $4,670.67 






